THE  FOUR  GEORGES
Dynasts, represents the worn Prime Minister at Shocker-
wick House, near Bath, receiving the news of Austerlitz,
and, after locating that village on a map of Europe,
bidding his host, "Roll up that map: it will not be wanted
these ten years.55 Another version has it that the dying
man uttered these words to Lady Hester Stanhope as he
observed a map on the wall when entering his house at
Putney. He had been to Bath in the hope of re-estab-
lishing his health, but all to no purpose, and he was
brought home to die, though the seriousness of his
condition was not realized. Ingenious theories have also
been put forward concerning his last words, but there can
be little doubt now as to the fact that they were "My
country! How I leave my country!5' Pitt did not know
it, but the storm had been weathered, although another
ten years were to elapse before the Ship of State was
safely in port. The Opposition displayed all the old
Whig rancour by dividing against the motion to bury
him in Westminster Abbey, and it was only by the
narrow majority of six that the Common Council of
the City of London decided to erect a monument to
his memory.
If contemporaries were forgetful of what they owed to
the dead statesman posterity has been more appreciative.
"It is Pitt5s supreme claim that he continued to govern
England from the grave; that, while he suffered a
bodily death in 1806, his spirit marched on for twenty-
one years, to the death of Canning in 1827. . . . Ten
years were to pass. Then, when the bells were ringing
for victory; when the army which Pitt planned, under
the leader whom Pitt chose, struck the hammer blows
of the Peninsular War and withstood the reeling shock
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